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	A backwards nation?
Russia, although considered a ‘great power’ because of it’s size and structured society, lagged behind other nations in Europe in industrialisation, railways and transport, literacy and allowing it’s people to affect politics. ‘Serfdom’, where peasants at the bottom rung of society were owned by their wealthy landlords, only acquired their freedom in 1861, decades or hundreds of years after other western nations. Even with this abolition, the poorest Russians had very little access to Civil Rights. 
Both size and climate placed severe strains on economic development. Russia was enormous, an empire roughly twice the size of Europe. Large sections were inhospitable, too cold to survive in. As well as this, within the Empire were many different ethnic groups, speaking several languages, with different religions and cultures.
Although it was a predominantly agricultural society, Russia had begun to rapidly industrialise. By 1917, Russia was the 5th biggest economy in the world, with 3 million workers in 25 thousand factories. The Empire’s urban population quadrupled from 7 to 28 million between 1967 and 1917. Some communications and transport, including railways, improved – but were still far from perfectly operational when WW1 broke out. Peasants were encouraged to buy and improve land – there was some improvement in this regard – but most agriculture still relied on old, inefficient methods by WW1. 
Such industrial and economic change brought about social problems. A larger middle class developed who were frustrated at their lack of political representation. The urban working class suffered long working hours, low pay and very poor living conditions. Strikes were forbidden, but they commonly occurred regardless. Often these strikes were extremely harshly dealt with – with violence from police forces and occasional massacres by the Tsar’s troops e.g. 200 killed during a strike in 1912 by Goldminers. 
Politically, any change would be slow in coming. Russia was an Autocratic (unlimited power to an individual) state headed by a Tsar (King). He believed he had a divine right to rule – he had been chosen by God. He was also head of the Orthodox Church – so the state and religious institutions worked together to rule the Russian people.
	Summarise into a max of two bullet points 
· Behind Europe on rights and economies
· Poorest have little rights


[bookmark: _GoBack]
image4.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.svg
           


