Drama
The Drama Department at Swanshurst aims to develop
skills in creating, performing, analysing and evaluating
drama and theatre via an enriching range of themes,
texts and activities.
Essential social skills of communication and empathy are
promoted through a curriculum that aims to create a
positive learning environment, where students are given
opportunities to view relevant issues from multiple
perspectives.
Our hope is that all Swanshurst drama students are
respectful, reflective and can present themselves with
control and a clear intention. If the whole world is indeed
a stage, then now is the time to rehearse!

Year 8
Unit 1 - The Arrival: Using images from Shaun Tan’s graphic
novel of “The Arrival” pupils explore the theme of migration
and separation and use of pictures stimuli to inspire their
own devised drama pieces.
Unit 2 - Performing Theatre: Using Dominic Cooke’s RSC
interpretation of “Arabian Nights”, pupils learn the
features of play scripts and scripted drama.
Unit 3 - Understanding Theatre: Pupils learn about all
aspects of the theatre industry through a series of actives
based around a production of Macbeth.

Key Stage 3
Drama is taught on a rotational basis with pupils studying the
subject in six-week blocks of lessons, following a three-week
introduction to drama at the beginning of the year.
All the units introduce pupils to key drama techniques and
concepts, developing their ability to recognise, select and use
a range of drama techniques and to start to become effective
communicators and critical performers and observers.

Year 7
Introduction to Drama: Pupils explore a range of drama
techniques through a series of challenges and improvisation
activities.
Space: Pupils develop skills in physical theatre through role
play and characterisation using a range of activities all liked
together with the theme of space.

Unit 4 - The Wardrobe: Pupils explore Sam Holcroft’s play,
“The Wardrobe” which makes use of the narrative device of a
wardrobe which survives through different periods of history
the experience of children and
teenagers living in these eras and their perspectives on key
historical events.

The History of Theatre: Aboriginal, Greek Theatre, Medieval
Morality Plays, Shakespearean theatre, Victorian Melodrama
and Modern Kitchen Sink drama. A chronological scheme
looking at how theatre has developed over time.

Unit Five - Murder Mystery Unit: In this final unit pupils
explore theatre genres, with a particular focus on Murder
Mystery. Using a range of conventions and characters, pupils
examine the features of the genre workshopping a series of
activities whereby they investigate a fictional murder.

Drama
GCSE (Years 9-11)
AQA GCSE Drama 8261 - QAN: 601/8575/2
GCSE Drama follows the AQA specification. This course test
students both practically and theoretically in their knowledge
of devising, performing and evaluating drama.

Component 1: Devising (40%) – Students devise an original
performance piece stimulated by one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner. Work is assessed by
a portfolio documenting the process and the realisation of the
piece itself.
Component 2: Text in Performance (20%) – Students perform
two extended scripted pieces to a visiting examiner. A group
performance and monologue/duologue piece.
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (40%)
Three sections:

Component 1: Understanding Drama (Written exam)
Multiple choice drama terminology, set text creative
questions (Blood Brothers) and a live theatre review.
Component 2: Devising Drama (Coursework portfolio and
performance) – Working from stimulus, devising an original
piece with a clear intention. The portfolio of development
notes and the performance itself is internally assessed and
externally moderated.
Texts in Practice: (Performance of scripted) – After studying
an exciting play in detail, students will performance two
extracts to a visiting examiner.
Two Year Pathway
There is also an option for students to complete GCSE Drama
as part of a two-year pathway in years 9 and 10. Under this
option, students will have double the curriculum time during
year 9 and complete the course during year 10.

Post Sixteen (Years 12-13)
Pearson/Edexcel
A-Level Drama & Theatre 9DRO - QAN 601/8302/0
A level Drama and Theatre assesses student engagement with
play texts and their practical skills as an actor, designer or
director. Students are expected to become committed to the
study of live theatre. This will hopefully lead to a life-long
interest in theatre.

•

Live theatre evaluation

•

Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text – focusing on how this can be realised for
performance.

•

Practical exploration and interpretation of another
complete performance text, in light of a chosen theatre
practitioner – focusing on how this text could be
reimagined for a contemporary audience.

