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Success takes so many forms at
Swanshurst. From lateral flow
testing, resequencing our
curriculum to ensure pupils
make excellent progress
post-COVID to vaccinations,
our new PSHE curriculum and
restarting our enrichment
programme… this half term has
been busy, rewarding and full
of things to feel proud of.

Breast Cancer

Awareness Month
We wanted to raise the profile of
breast cancer amongst our pupils
and help them understand the
importance of checking themselves

regularly to spot early signs. Pupils
were asked to wear something pink
and bring in a donation. It’s been
great to see so many of them get
involved and support such an
important event, showing how kind
and respectful we are here in the
Swanshurst community.

Our pupils have sustained
focus and determination.
Their diligent and committed
approach to lessons, homework
and assessments has shown so
many of the Swanshurst Values
every day – teachers and support
staff have set the bar high and
pupils have risen to the challenge. This half term’s newsletter
is packed with moments we want
to share with parents and carers,
as well as ongoing reflections on
the achievements of pupils.
Our school development plan is
well underway. We have focused
this half term on pupils’ wellbeing
and behavior for learning. Next
half term, we are focusing on to
further develop stretch,
challenge and reading across
the curriculum. To find out more
about the great things that
happen every day at school,
follow us on Twitter:
@Swanshurstnews
The successes of this half term
would not have been so without
the dedication and commitment
of leaders, teachers and support
staff, as well as the continued
support of parents and carers.
Thank you to every adult who
has made every day count this
half term for Swanshurst pupils.
Mr M Dunn Head Teacher
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Adventure at

These activities challenged
their strength, coordination and
most importantly, teamwork
to see them succeed. It was
amazing to watch so many of
our students overcoming their
fears and encouraging each
other. They were great days
in gorgeous sunshine where
our students and Year 7 staff
built relationships and got to
know one another in a fun and
informal setting. We even had
a few teachers stepping out of
their comfort zones too on the
activities!

Blackwell
In the first few weeks of
September we took all of our
Year 7 STUDY and LEARN
students for an activity day at
Blackwell Adventure. It was a
wonderful couple of days, with
students pushing themselves
outside of their comfort zone
and some doing activities such
as archery and zip lining that
they had never done before.

Well done Year 7, we loved
seeing you striving for success
and championing each other
throughout the day. We’ve also
seen students championing
our charities and helping
others through our Afghanistan
Appeal this half term. Hundreds
of items were donated across
the school and it was a joy to
see our Year 7s bringing in food
items to donate to those less
fortunate than themselves.
They really emphasise our
Swanshurst Values of kindness
and respect. What a great way
to start the year!
Ms Douglas
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Year 10

Report
Year 9

Get Stuck In
Pupils can now spot their fabulous,
perfectly decorated, papier mache
doughnut sculptures (from Year 8)
on display in the ‘Halloween’ window
of ‘Stickie Fingers’ doughnut shop in
Bournville. Stickie Fingers are really
excited to have the sculptures and
think they look amazing!

The Art department love to see
the work of our talented pupil’s on
display and would like to commend
all who worked so hard on the
project and for their attention to
detail when making the sculptures.

Well done to Year 10 for a
successful return to the
academic year. It was great to
start the year with a trip to
Drayton Manor and lovely to
see you all smiling and having
fun. A well-deserved treat!

This year we are all studying
PSHE Lifehacks. Some Year 10
groups had a session about
resilience where we learnt (tried
to learn) to juggle.

I am so proud to see you all
getting back to the routine
of learning and being back in
school. Keep it up, remember to
tune into the positive!
Ms Revel

Year 8 Settle Back In

“We have been so
impressed with the
way the Year 8’s have
settled into the new
academic year”
Year 8 continue to strive for success
and are approaching all aspects
of school with enthusiasm and
energy. At the beginning of the year,
we trained 15 of the students to be
Wellbeing Ambassadors and it was
lovely to see the mature approach
with which they took this challenge. Since then, the students have
continued to demonstrate how they
want to be involved in all aspects of
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school by applying to be AntiBullying Ambassadors as well as
School Librarians; our Librarian said
that this was the strongest group of
interviews he had ever had.
Students have thrown themselves
into our extra-curricular activities
joining everything from Ukulele
Club, Rock Choir, Boxing Club,
Netball Club, Drama Club and
Football club. I can’t wait to see
the results of all these activities.
With another exciting year ahead,
the Year 8’s are continuing to write
new and impressive chapters in their
Swanshurst Story. Well done, we are
proud of all of you.
Mrs Gunn
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Did You Know Corner?
Student Tutoring for

COVID Recovery
As part of the Government’s
COVID recovery strategy,
we have been working hard
to set up our school led
tutoring programme.

Booking Your
Parents Evening Slot
Covid at least showed us that we
can speak to far more parents
without them having to make
their way into school on dark,
cold evenings.

This provision will support students
with recovering essential skills and
knowledge that they have not been
able to secure as a result of the
pandemic and school closures.

This year you will be able to book
appointments for parents evening
by using the Edulink Parents
Evening. Simply log in, click the
button and choose your teachers
and the time.

Our current provision involves
English and Science tuition within
the school day for over 120 Year 11
students and essential numeracy
skills development for 50 Year 9 and
10 students.

They will contact you on your
daughters Microsoft Teams
account and you can have a face
to face conversation.

Reporting An Absence
If your daughter is not well,
instead of having to phone and
speak to someone or leave a
message, simply click on the
Edulink button.
Then simply enter start and
probable return date and the
reason for absence.

After half term, identified Year 11 and
13 students will have tuition added
to their school day during period 4,
which runs form 3.00pm to 3.45pm.

“We would like
to thank all of our
colleagues who have
agreed to deliver
this tuition”
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Updating Your
Personal Information
Do you want to change address,
phone number and don’t have
time to phone or write in?
Click on the More button and
select Update Information. You
can then change all the basic
information.
School will be notified and can
make the changes. They might
just phone to check that it is really
you if there is any doubt.
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Year 11

“I am trying so hard to complete
all my work. The extra tutoring in
Science I am receiving is focusing
me on how I need to improve and
working in a small group really
helps.” A Year 11 Student

Making the Year Count
Year 11 have started their final GCSE
year with great determination to
achieve their best. We’re all sure they
are well on their way to success in
the summer. There have been many
new initiatives that have started to
help the students such as tutoring,

September saw the
launch of our new
behaviour system:
The Swanshurst Way.

Watch out Year 11 – after half term
we are looking at options in the sixth
form – the time will fly and we can’t
wait to continue on your journey
with you.”

raising achievement and new revision
guides which everyone is enjoying.
Ms Wright

The Swanshurst Way

Behaviour and Culture are a huge
part of helping to make our school
a successful place to learn, and all
staff and students have embraced
the changes. We are promoting
pupils demonstrating our 7 values as
well as ensuring they demonstrate a
willingness to learn and are striving
for success in everything they do.
As a school we are focussing on the
positive contributions pupils make
and celebrating success regularly.
This has been a really great and
pupils love to hear the positive ‘shout
outs’ staff make about pupils and
teaching groups in assemblies, and
our weekly #swanshurstcan tutorial.
This is a set form period dedicated
to sharing good news from pupils
across all year groups. As ususal. we
are delighted with the way in which
our pupils have embraced
the changes.

Our 7 Swanshurst Values

Creative | Aspirational | Reflective | Resilient | Independent
Confident Communicators | Kind & Respectful
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Food Glorious Food
New C at e r i n g P ro v i s i on !

From September the school has
appointed its own chef and is
now taking responsibility for the
quality of the food we serve to
our students. It has been a great
success with a great success and
a huge increase in the number of
girls eating in our Dining Areas.
You can look forward to keeping
all the favourite meals after half
term but with new changes to
the menu. This will become a
regular thing. Look out for other
new changes coming soon.

Encouraging

Healthier

Eating

Parent/Carer Webinars take place regularly throughout the year and
cover a number of different topics.
Each webinar should last around one hour and take the format of a
presentation followed by an opportunity to ask questions. All people
who book a ticket will be sent a copy of the presentation and a copy of
the recording of the webinar.

Free School Meals

Please visit: www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk for further details:

Over the last few weeks we
have seen a number of pupils
spending their allowance on
snacks at breaktime. When we
return after half term, they will
no longer be able to use their
FSM allowance until lunchtime.
This is to encourage our students
to purchase a “meal” option
which will be a much healthier
and filling choice for them.
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Sensory Smart
Thursday 11th November: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Supporting Autistic Children with Mental Health Issues
Monday 8th November: 1.00pm – 2.30pm
Thursday 11th November: 10.00am – 11.30am
Talking about Women & Girls on the Autistic Spectrum
Tuesday 23rd November: 10.00am – 11.00am
Thursday 25th November: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
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Swanshurst Afghanistan Appeal
On Friday 24th September,
as a way to raise awareness
and show our support for
the humanitarian effort in
Afghanistan, we held a
non-uniform day.
Instead of donating money
to a local charity, students
brought in items for the
Helping Hands organisation
that directly supports those
arriving into Birmingham
Airport and providing ongoing
support for refugees in the
Midlands.
Our pupils did us proud and
went above and beyond in

demonstrating the values of
‘being kind and respectful’.
We were inundated by the
sheer volume of items that
were brought in and as a
result the Helping Hands
organisation had to make
3 separate visits in order to
collect all of the items.
Due to the kind donations
from all our students and
families we have made an
enormous difference to those
that need support in order to
have the essentials to survive
in difficult circumstances.
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Student Librarians

Taking The Lead
On their first day at work. Year 8 and Yer 9 student
librarians began their training. Over 40 application
forms, 24 interviews, with 16 landing jobs.
Our team of Student Librarians are settling in brilliantly
to their new roles finding, renewing and reserving books,
and putting their enthusiasm and book knowledge to
excellent use with recommendations to other students!

“It’s fun and exciting”

“I love helping behind the
counter, scanning and helping
students, I feel very special”

“I enjoy sharing my
passion for reading”

“It gives you experience
and I like socialising with
other year groups”

Comments from Sofiyyah, Yasmina, Zahra & Aicha

Lower School Rennovation Completed

The Lower School face lift is now complete,
including a new look dining area and Lower Hall.
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Year 12 and 13 students
have really hit the ground
running this term, taking
full advantage of all the
new opportunities
Sixth Form has to offer.

News From The Sixth Form

Enrolment has been fantastic
this year and we have been
lucky enough to welcome many
students from other institutions
as well as huge numbers of our
Year 11’s.
The students joining us from
elsewhere have settled in quickly
and are proving themselves to
be real assets to Swanshurst
and the Sixth Form. They have
received a warm welcome from
the pastoral team, subject
teachers and the other students.
Earlier in the term Year 13 visited
Drayton Manor Park to finally
claim their well deserved reward
for all their hard work in Year 12.
A huge 80 seater coach carried
the students to the theme park
where they enjoyed lovely
weather and even better, no
queues for the rides! Luckily we
had space on the coach for all
the prizes won, even for a 6 feet
tall pink banana!
Supporting Our
Students Progression
It is that time of year when our
oldest students have to think
about what comes next. Luckily
we have Mrs Beckford here to
help everyone in this challenging
time. Post 18 progression well
under way with Year 13
completing personal statements
in readiness for UCAS,
apprenticeships and for some,
the world of work. It will soon
be time for those applications
to go in.

Most Recently
The Year 13 Criminology group, led
by Ms Cheema took part in a law
and criminal justice workshop put
on by an incredible team from

Birmingham City University. Our
students were really engaged and
impressed the presenters with their
ambition and their willingness to ask
questions and share viewpoints.
Well done Year 13 Criminologists!

Making the right choices is very
important. All our students
get a personal interview with
Mrs Beckford and during this
interview they bring their
thoughts and ideas and have
them shaped through the expert
feedback she gives them.
Good luck with your next steps
Year 13!
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PE NEWS
Swanshurst offer a wide range of extracurricular activities seasonally including:
Football, Netball, Boxing, Rounders, Athletics,
Badminton, Basketball and Handball.
The PE Department are looking forward to
many competitive competitions over the course
of this calendar year and have already got plenty
of dates for your diaries.
We look forward to seeing many of our students
representing Swanshurst at these events:

#SwanshurstCan!

Athletics

Handball

Year 7 & 8 Billesley Tennis Centre – Mon 8th November
Year 7 & 8 Super 6 – Wed 6th July 2022
Year 9 & 10 Super 6 – Thurs 7th July 2022

Year 9 & 10 Competition – Wed 23rd March 2022

Cricket
Year 7 & 8 Competition – Thurs 16th June 2022

Netball
Year 8 & Seniors v Bishop Challoner – Thurs 11th November
Year 7 v Priory School – Wed 15th November
Year 9 & Seniors v King Edwards Five Ways – Mon 22nd November
Year 7 & 8 Competition – Thurs 9th June 2022
Year 9 & 10 Competition – Wedn 15th June 2022

Badminton
Year 9, 10 & 11 Competition – Mon 14th February 2022
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Rounders
Year 7 & 8 – Wed 29th June 2022

Head Teacher: Mr Mike Dunn
Swanshurst School
Brook Lane
Billesley
Birmingham
B13 0TW
Email: enquiry@swans.bham.sch.uk
Swanshurst School Website: www.swanshurst.org
Telephone: 0121 464 2400

Heads of Year Contact Details
Head of Year 7 - Ms L Douglas
year7postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 8 - Ms N Gunn
year8postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 9 - Ms R Dyson
year9postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 10 - Ms J Revell
year10postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 11 - Ms J Wright
year11postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 12/13 - Ms D Ramage
sixthformpostbox@swanshurst.org

Would you like to be a governor of Swanshurst school?
We have a vacancy for a parent governor.
If you would like more information
visit our website to find letter and nomination form at:
www.swanshurst.org/governors-information/1111.html

For any queries or if you would like paper copies of our school polices
please get in touch with Sharon Mortimer: sharon.mortimer@swans.bham.sch.uk

Follow us on Social Media

twitter.com/SwanshurstNews

facebook.com/swanshurstschool

youtube.com/user/swanshurstschool
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