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Staff verses Sixth Form charity football match

As we reach the end of
another challenging year,
I want to say thank you
to parents/carers for your
support, to pupils for their
continued hard word amid
multiple disruptions to
‘normal’ school life and
finally to staff for their
unparalleled hard work.

Staff at Swanshurst have given
their all to ensure pupils have
the best possible education
throughout bubbles self-isolating,
a second national lockdown and
a unique process for awarding
grades for Year 11 and 13 pupils.
The quality of what has been
delivered is exceptional – this is
clear to see as I have reviewed
work leading up to Easter and
since my arrival at the start of the
summer term.

Year 6

Welcome to Our School
We’re sorry we didn’t get the chance
to meet our Year 6 pupils and
families in person before they start
this year. We’re incredibly excited
about welcoming them into our
school community in September.
The first term is always packed full of
great opportunities and experiences
including our annual trip to
Blackwell Adventure, a visit to the
SymphonyHall and a theatre visit.
Please check out our ‘About Us’
section of the website, where there
is an area dedicated to Year 6. This
includes a tour of the school, some
messages from the current Year 7,
and videos of the pastoral team and
form tutors. There is also a Welcome
Booklet for parents, with useful
information, as well as the ‘All About
Me’ booklet for pupils.
Ms Place Assistant Headteacher

Well Done Year 9
Whilst I am looking forward to
‘pressing the reset button’ in
September and put the last year
behind us, we should take time to
acknowledge how well Year 9 have
coped with the very odd year which
was Year 9.
Year 9s showed resilience and
creativity over lockdown, doing their
best to continue with their education
and cope with the challenges of
remote learning. Thank you!
Hopefully lessons in your pjs,
glitching and lagging can all be put
behind us as we go with
renewed enthusiasm and the desire
to achieve our best as we head into
Year 10. Bring on the new year, we
are ready for you!
Ms Orford
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We are incredibly proud of
everything that has been
achieved despite the challenges
we have all faced. We wish all
pupils, staff and parents/carers
a restful and enjoyable summer
and we look forward to returning
to a new academic year in
September 2021.
Pupils have missed out on so
much during the pandemic and
we are encouraging all parents/
carers to support them to make
the most of all opportunities the
summer brings.
For support and ideas on how
parents/ carers can support
catch-up over the summer, click
here: https://educationcatchup.
campaign.gov.uk/. Have a great
summer – see you next term.
Mr M Dunn Head Teacher
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Year 10

Report

Year 12 Induction
Throughout June we welcomed
Year 11 in to school as incoming Year
12. Students attended lessons in their
chosen Year 12 subjects, being able
to access Year 12 work and ask
questions to their specialist teachers.
Students were also given vital
induction work to complete over the
summer break – which can be found
on the Sixth Form area of the
website. In addition, students
received a talk from the outreach
team at University of Birmingham,

and tasks to complete now to
inform their career choices; namely
MOOCS and virtual work experience
– details of which are all on the
Careers section of Firefly.

Feedback from students has been
extremelypositive, with many taking the opportunity to firm up their
subject choices for Year 12. We very
much look forward to them starting
in earnest in September!
Swanshurst Sixth Form Centre

Well, well, well-this year has
certainly been different. I don’t
think any of us expected this
year to be quite as challenging
as it has been. Year 10, as
always, have shown their
immense resilience and
creativity to shine and excel
through it all.
The students have managed to
achieve their very best, which
is largely down to the excellent
support they have received
through their online lessons and
with parental assistance.
A sizeable number of keyworker
students still attended school
during the January to March
lockdown, of which a highlight
was making snowmen on the
snow days!
The year ended on a brighter
note, Year 10 proved their
independence through their
studiousness in their exams,
the sun was shining, some fun
enrichment days were had and
even the end of year covid
awards brought a smile to
people’s faces.
Who were the lucky winners
of the accolade “most likely
person to have a broken
microphone on Teams”?

UCAS Process
Following the successful completion
of their PPEs, current Year 12 are
now beginning the process of
applying to university for September
2022. Students are currently undertaking virtual experience, with some
students managing to secure off-site
placements – no mean feat this year.
Students have also been applying for
university access programmes this
year, such as A2B (Access to
Birmingham) and RO (Realising
Opportunities), designed to support
students to access the top
universities.
These experiences and opportunities
will form part of their UCAS personal

I couldn’t possibly reveal.
Ms Wright
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statement, the writing of which will
be supported by external speakers
from local universities. Students
will then be assisted to complete
their online UCAS form and receive
individual guidance regarding their
course choices.

In addition, students will receive
presentations regarding
apprenticeships and the associated
next steps.
We ask all students to complete the
UCAS process as the skills required
are transferable to many progression
routes, with 86% of this year’s cohort
applying to university.

Let The Music Play

Year 7 and Year 8 students have been keeping the music
alive by making their own instruments at home to perform
in our Stomp inspired units of work.
Congratulations to the following students who have
achieved the following music exam results this year, well
done and keep it up!
Elinor Longley: Grade 3 Musical Theatre with Distinction
Millie Monaghan: Grade 3 Musical Theatre with Distinction
Leila McManus: Grade 3 Musical Theatre with Distinction
Eva Phelan: Grade 4 Musical theatre with Distinction
Charlotte Frost: Grade 6 Voice with Distinction
Khadijah Bashir: Grade 5 Flute Merit
Grace Williams: Grade 1 Flute Merit
Ammarah Latif: Grade 2 Violin Pass
that they will be in from September.
For our current B form, in Year 10,
a new mentoring and support
programme has been established
ready for them to start back.

This term has seen a number of
developments in terms of
opportunities for Pupil Premium
students within our school. There
are some changes afoot in KS4. A
cohort of Higher Prior Attaining,
Pupil Premium Year 9 students have
been introduced to the new B form

For KS3, a selection of Year 8
students had a fantastic opportunity
when they embarked upon the
Enterprise Challenge Day. 38 Higher
Prior Attaining, Pupil Premium
students, were selected to take part.
The task given was to use Business
and Maths skills to effectively plan a
Music Festival. It was a brilliant day
and one which really challenged
and inspired students, making them

aware of how subjects can be
practically used in the real world.
The event was an overwhelming
success, with 97% of pupils
attending saying that they felt the
day was a challenge, that they were
taught transferrable skills for the
classroom and, importantly, that
they enjoyed the day. A number of
students have even said that they
found it so interesting that it has
inspired them for potential future
careers. What a brilliant way to
increase aspirations!

Enterprise Challenge Day
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This year’s Enrichment
programme theme was

Birmingham,
Our City
& Its Culture
From Thursday July 8th through
to Monday July 19th, students
across Years 7 – 12 have been
involved in a wide variety of
exciting and challenging
activities, a selection of which are
outlined below.
Their engagement and
enthusiasm has been exemplary,
and with the support of their
dedicated subject teachers,
they’ve achieved amazing things!
Maths
Preparing Birmingham for the
Commonwealth Games using
compasses, tessellation,
symmetry and 3D shapes &
Women in Maths day – exploring
historical female mathematicians.

English
Creating stories about quests, full of
magic, mystery and masks. They’ve
faced terrible situations and hideous
enemies, but with the help of their
heroines and companions, their
journeys have ended happily.
History
Looking at local statues – who are
they of and why? Following the
‘statue wars’ of the last 14 months
we’re asking the girls if they think the
statues are of deserving people and
who they would rather see there in
their place if they had the option
Religious Studies
Planning weddings which reflect the
cultures of Birmingham. Looking at
crime and punishment, researching
real crimes committed in the
Birmingham area, and for Year 12,
looking at women’s rights in Saudi

Science
A wealth of Science enrichment
from designing and building
rollercoasters for Birmingham
Theme Parks, designing bee
friendly gardens, taking a look at
the many faces of Engineering
from cradle to grave, going on a
nature scavenger hunt and building rockets that were launched
on the school field by a member
of the Royal Air Force.
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Arabia and comparing it to the
experiences of women in Birmingham.
Computing
Using Windows Movie Maker to create
a television advert for the Commonwealth Games hosted in Birmingham
next year.
Music
Writing and performing rap verses for
our Birmingham song. They are given
inspiration through studying
our amazing city of culture, looking
at all of the music, theatre, arts,
history, sports and simply amazing
facts our city has to offer!
Physical Education
Sports Days based around an
understanding of the Commonwealth
Games and the importance of team
work and involving a wide variety of
sports and fun activities.

Year 8 Sports Day
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Enrichment at Swanshurst
Design Technology
Looking at Birmingham architecture
and producing ‘Our Birmingham’
hand embroidery.
Drama
Celebrating Birmingham leading
the way in British radio drama for
decades. Learning about how a radio
production is recorded. Rehearsing
and recording an original radio
drama that celebrates all things
Birmingham. Live sound effects and
a variety of character voices will
challenge their creative and
collaboration skills.
Geography
The girls have planned a multicultural festival; using numeracy
skills to manage a budget and wider
planning skills to select and justify
their choice of venue.

Designing a rollercoaster

Modern Foreign Languages
Looking at the Commonwealth
Games as an opportunity to share
our wonderful city with other
countries and cultures. Writing and
performing short spoken word
poems that will go out as part of the
closing ceremony.

Experimenting with sugar dilution

Sports Day

Art
Year 7 have created paper flowers,
decorated with cultural patterns,
that will be presented in a colourful,
hanging, wall installation in the Art
department.
Taking inspiration from the rows
of terraced houses typical of
Birmingham, Year 8 and 9 have all
contributed to a cardboard terrace
installation; individual houses have
been painted with patterns,
representing the many cultures
represented in our city and will be
presented side by side in rows.
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Having Fun at

Blackwell
We couldn’t be prouder of how well
the Year 7’s have settled and thrived
at Swanshurst. Not only have they
adapted to all the normal challenges
of starting Secondary school, but
they have managed the changes
this extraordinary year has thrown
at them whilst demonstrating all our
Swanshurst Values.
They demonstrated their Resilience
at Blackwell, pushing themselves out
their comfort zones to take on the
Giant Zip Wire, Fan Descender and
Crate stack.

They have repeatedly demonstrated
their Creativity in various lessons,
projects and competitions, and it has
been lovely to share their work in
assemblies. They have shown their
Independence when faced with
months of online learning,
adapting so quickly to the challenges
of Teams and even helping out their
class mates and teachers when the
technology let us down!
Most importantly, they have done all
this whilst being Kind & Respectful.
Their kindness to each other and the
respectful way they behave around
the school, makes Year 7 an
absolutely pleasure to know. We can
all see the potential in the Year 7’s
and are excited to see how they
continue to aspire, grow and learn.
Mrs Gunn, Miss Calcutt & Miss Smith
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Hair Today Gone

Tomorrow
The amazing Charlotte Randall in
Year 7 had her hair cut off to raise
money for charity.

Well Done Year 8
Although yet again this year has
been far from normal for the Year 8s,
they have coped admirably with the
challenges they have faced. I am so
proud of how they adapted to online
learning and how well they fitted
back in to life at Swanshurst.

Charlotte was inspired to raise
money for the Little Princess trust.
The charity provides wigs for young
people who have lost their hair
through cancer treatment. When a
child loses their hair to cancer or
another condition, the charity are
there with a free, real hair wig to

help restore their confidence and
identity. Charlotte not only donated
her hair, but also raised the money
to have her hair made into a wig for
another young person.
An incredible act of kindness from
an incredible young person.

Supporting You Through 2021 & Into a New School Year
Swanshurst IT team are looking forward to setting up a few, brand new
IT suites for all the pupils to use. They will have state of the art PCs and
be available for a range of subjects to use. This is such positive news as
this year has been spent, dismantling IT laptops to be able to support our
pupils at home during the lockdowns and getting out portable internet
connections where there were barriers to learning.

This year has been focused around
choosing options and looking ahead
to what the future has to hold, I have
enjoyed listening to conversations
around their aspirations and the
pathways they have chosen.

As always the year group has bought
into everything that has been offered
to them, with a huge uptake in sporting extracurricular opportunities, the
Faraday and Enterprise challenges. I
look forward to this continuing into
Year 9. Have a wonderful Summer
break and come back refreshed and
ready to start your GCSE’s.
Ms Dyson

Video Wall in Upper School
The number of Swanshurst girls logging into online lessons was massively
above the national average and has allowed them to not fall too far behind
in their learning. Also look out for our new video walls where we share
important information, showcase student talents and develop lots of new
exciting ideas. We are really looking forward to next year!
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Charity Begins at

Swanshurst

Despite the disrupted year, being in school then at home and then back in
school, Swanshurst pupils and staff continue to think about others less
fortunate than themselves. In the first term our “wear a Christmas jumper”
to school raised money for Save the Children, whilst in a lock down staff
and pupils did virtual fund raising for comic relief. A grand total of £1392
went to their causes.

Finally over the last few weeks Swanshurst charity events raised money for
children affected by recent events in the Middle East. Non-uniform day
raised £1102.23. A charity football match between staff and Sixth Form and
a penalty competition, where no one managed to beat Mr Griffiths in goal,
all organised by the sixth form raised £228.50.

The money has been split 50/50 between Unicef and Oxfam in support
of their ongoing work. We are so proud of our pupils’ proactive support
of humanitarian relief for children around the world.

SENCO
Providing additional help
to those who need support
to transition
It was our pleasure to welcome
some of our new Year 7 pupils for
a day of fun activities last week.
The students had great fun
designing their dream party,
playing maths bingo and getting
to make new friends.
They all said how much more
confident they now feel about
starting in September and are
really looking forward to joining
the Swanshurst Community.
We look forward to seeing all our
new Year 7’s in September.
Rachael Hanvey SENCO
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Another face lift for

Swanshurst
Another summer holiday and more
major work going on to keep the
school fresh, up to date and far
more environmentally friendly.
The work going on right now on
some of the faces of Lower School
will replace the single glazed, leaky
glass walling with energy efficient
double glazed panels like those on
the other buildings.
By the time we reopen our business
manager and site team together
with the contractors will have the
school looking better than before
the pandemic.
Thanks to them all.

This is how Lower School will look once work
has been completed in September.
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