Swanshurst

NEWSletter
April 2022 | Swanshurst School

As I write this newsletter
item today (Thursday 7th
April), there are 39
calendar days, 14 school
days, 42 lessons, 70 hours
of lesson time until the
Summer examination
seasons begins in which
Year 11 and Year 13 pupils
will complete their GCSE
or A Level qualification
examinations.
... continued:
The right combination is a balance
and it is so important that parents
and carers talk in detail with pupils
to ensure the remaining weeks of
revising at home have the greatest
possible impact, as we will discuss
with pupils in school too.

adult lives filled with opportunity
and prosperity. To give your child
the best possible chance of success,
please work with them through this
crucial time in their lives.
The following websites are incredibly
helpful for parents:
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ar-ti-cles/
zn7ssk7
top-tips-for-parents-from-the-mindset-experts
These links are useful no matter
the year group your child is in, so
please take a look if your child is yet
to reach Year 11 or Year 13. The
principles outlined are beneficial
to all pupils for their homework,
pre-learning and general study time
at home.
Thank you for your support.
Mke Dunn Head Teacher

Quite rightly, many pupils
have been revising for some
time now outside of lesson
time - taking care to plan
their revision using the
feedback given by their
teachers and fantastic
package that is available
of Microsoft Teams to
guide them.
The message we know
parents and carers will instill,
alongside staff, is that hard
work and self-belief are
critical to success. Pupils
should be revising regularly
in a structured way, and with
the space at home to do so
free from distraction.
It is also important to balance
the determination and hard
work of the coming weeks
with planned relaxation and
rest time.

We know that, like us, you want
your child to reach or exceed their
potential so they are able to proceed
to the next stage in their education
with ease, and then onto successful
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A great deal of excellent
preparation continues to
ensure pupils are ready.

< continued
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YEAR 10
R E P ORT

YEAR 10
Year 10s are working
hard in the build up
to their GCSEs this
time next year!
We always talk in assembly about
looking after our mental health as
well as our physical health and so
we are currently encouraging Year
10s to discover or continue with a
love of reading.
Each form now has a reading rep
who will recommend books or
reading material and so far we have
had recommendations from Miski

in 10S, Maya in 10T and Deleishai
in 10U.

“The book we decided
to recommend is called
‘A thousand splendid suns’
by Khaled Hosseini.
It is a beautifully written
book and we think you
should definitely read it.”
Amirah & Lina 10D

On March 23rd, 10B
took part in a fantastic
opportunity, a “speed
dating” event with four
wonderful women in
industry.
The aim of the session was to inspire
and motivate our 10B students by
getting first-hand accounts of what
it is actually like to work in a range
of professions.
We were visited by a Lawyer, a Civil
Engineer, a Physiotherapist and a
Managing Director of a Logistics
firm, all with a range of life and
employment experience.

It really was something fantastic to
be a part of and I very much hope
we will be able to run a similar, and
hopefully bigger; event at some
point in the future.

The event was a resounding success,
the students were engaged and
enthused, asking a range of thought
provoking and perceptive questions.
There was a palpable buzz in the air.
As an added bonus, the visitors all
commented on the forms’ exceptional behaviour and how much they
too enjoyed the session.
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The current generation of students
read in a very different way to the
way we did when we were their age
as much of their reading is done
on screens, reading shorter texts
in blogs and posts, so encouraging
Year 10 students to discover books is
really something we would like to do
this year.
The library offers a fantastic resource
and if they are unsure what to read
they just tell the librarians what
interests them and then they have a
whole host of recommendations!

YEAR 7
N EWS

This week a few Year 7s
and 8s completed a 5 week
long after school club
called Tech Tribe.
Pupils worked collaboratively and
completed 5 weeks’ worth of
Computing enrichment activities
involving the following:

Week 1: Binary Bingo
Week 2: Cryptography Escape Room
Week 3: Microbits
Week 4: Creating a Website
Week 5: Computational Thinking
Puzzle Race
All pupils received a certificate for
their participation and contribution.

Her Path To

PURPOSE
Year 7 had a great opportunity
during an afternoon assembly
this half term to speak with
inspirational women from
“Her Path To Purpose”.

Inspirational Womans Challenge
Charity Work 1: My family and I send clothes to charities in Congo. Congo
is my home country, so donating is not only important to us but also one of
the ways that we are able to help the people there without having to travel.

They came in for us speak to the
students about International
Women’s Day, aspirations and
empowering each other as
women. This was a great experience where students took part in
a question and answer session,
receiving advice and guidance
from women in business and at
difference stages of their
education and careers.

This month’s inspirational woman’s challenge has really made me think
about giving and doing more for the community! We donate shoes, nappies,
school supplies, etc. Knowing that I’m helping someone out there makes me
feel like a better person!! #SwanshurstCan
Year 7 Student

This was particularly important
for our students as all the
women were from Black, Asian
and Minority Ethnic backgrounds
and so were able to share their
experiences and wisdom with
our students, giving them role
models and inspiration.
We will continue working with
our students on their aspirations,
careers and broadening their
horizons as we move towards
Year 8.
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Staying Safe Online
We know technology is a huge part of our lives,
and the misuse of social media and apps can
cause problems. As children get older
and more independent, issues that
affect them can be harder to
spot and deal with.
Learning about potential dangers
can give you the knowledge and
skills to act if there is a problem.
It could also help keep your
child safe by preventing
problems before they
happen. You know your
child best, so if you’ve got
a feeling something’s amiss –
you’re right not to ignore it.
The following link has some really
useful information and videos for
parents that can help navigate your
way through supporting your child
to use the internet safely.
https://parentwise.campaign.gov.uk

YEAR 8

NEWS

From choosing options
to taking part in national
competitions, Year 8’s
have been busy this term.
In this school, many students
have participated in the National
Science competition. Using their
creativity and bright intellectual
young minds, they have created
posters based on the theme
“growth” and amazing prizes
have been up for grabs.
Recently in Year 8, there have
been a variety of clubs introduced to help us engage in
things we are passionate about.
Some clubs such as Bhangra
Club, Mindfulness Club, Games
Night, Book Club, Culture
Around the World Club, Debate
Club and many, many more,

could help with making students become confident communicators.
Mindfulness Club could help with relieving stress especially after the
stress of picking options.
In February, students were presented various options to choose from
to be later studied at GCSE. This affects them in their long-term
education, as it will reflect on their future. This became a source of
worry for the students, however they managed to overcome this with
the help and support of great staff. We are all very excited to have the
chance to make choices about our Education and Future.
By Lamiya, Muna, Haseenah & Aalia
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Looking to the Future with Apprenticeships
“Overall, this Program
was quite fun, with the
interactive activities on
slido.com and breakout
room group discussions
with other students on
the Program, every
session was a joy.”
“Admittedly, when I signed up for
the program, I wasn’t very interested
in the idea of doing a Degree
Apprenticeship but after learning
more about what a Degree
Apprenticeship is, I am now seriously
considering PwC’s Technology
Degree Apprenticeship.
I would absolutely recommend this
Program to everyone interested in
Technology or Accounting because
even if you aren’t interested in a
Degree Apprenticeship, you might
change your mind like I have.”
Safa Riasat

“The PwC run
pre apprenticeship
program was initially
an opportunity emailed
out to us by Ms Beckford.
All we knew was that it
was an opportunity to
take part in a competitive
program with one of the
big four businesses.”

student to have the entire university/
apprenticeship application process
broken down so that it was understood and explained by the experts!
They taught us how to write our
personal statements in a way which
was tailored to Computer Science,
and attractive to universities which is
something which I have had no prior
knowledge of.

One of the tasks delegated to us by
PwC consisted of doing research
into aspects of Technology services
which I was unaware of. Through
researching I found out all about
Artificial Intelligence and Cyber
Security, it was eye opening to see
how technology is ‘scheduled’ to
change the world.”
Kulsuma Begum

“Having now partaken in the
programme, I am more aware of
the opportunities available for young
people like myself, which doesn’t
involve the ‘traditional’ route into
education/work after A-levels.
I enjoyed learning about the specific
tasks which apprentices who worked
for PwC would carry out on a daily
basis. It was truly valuable as a
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YOUR PATHWAY TO SUCCESS STARTS HERE

Careers at SWANSHURST

BE WHO YOU WANT TO BE
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MUSIC NEWS
MUSIC NEWS
MUSIC NEWS
MUSIC NEWS

A special shout out to all of our
musicians that have achieved
exam success as well this term,
well done!

Alanis Pooler
Grade 6 Trombone – Merit

Martha Cox
Grade 2 Flute - Pass

It has been a busy term of
performances, both virtual
and live for our talented
musicians.
Our oboe, flute and brass groups

recorded performances for the
Birmingham Music Service ‘Virtual
Chamber Music Festival’ and our
flute group also took part in the Area
Gala Concert, performing in the
Elgar Concert Hall at Birmingham
University.

Some students form Year 9 and Year 10 attended a live
interactive virtual presentation from Keble College,
University of Oxford on Tuesday 9 March 2022.
It was inspiring to find out about the different pathways and opportunities
open to young people for their post 18 destination as well as having an
insight into Oxford University.

Anna Collins
Grade 2 Flute - Pass

y.

Melissa Wong
Grade 1 Flute - Pass

Their Outreach & Access Officer, India was very impressed that our students
were so forthcoming with their questions. We are looking forwarding visiting
Keble College in October.
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PE NEWS
As usual there has been a lot going on
in and around the PE department, with
many football and netball fixtures and
some sports leaders’ opportunities.

Lots of students from Year
7 to Year 9 have taken part,
demonstrating many of
our Swanshurst Values
including resilience, being
confident communicators
and aspirational.
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They managed to develop their
team work skills and play and
support many others within the local
community. In particular, a big shout
out to the Year 9 cohort that lead
over 300 Year 1 and 2 pupils from
local primary schools in a multi skills
event at Billesley Tennis Centre.
They led small groups of students
doing some basic physical activities
and demonstrated that they were
confident communicators and
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creative within the tasks they were
doing.
DJ Kelly Miliongo was amazing on
the music and microphone which
can be quite daunting in front of
so many people. Ms Broadbent,
Ms Ketley and Ms Dyson were
all very proud of their efforts and
members of the staff from the
Primary schools commented on
how amazingly they represented
Swanshurst.

What’s Going on in

YEAR 9 YEAR 9 YEAR 9
The Year 9s as always
have really bought
into what Swanshurst
has to offer inside and
outside of lessons.
The students had to opportunity
to apply to be mental health
ambassadors, over thirty of the Year
9s have been selected and will be
working to improve support for
students at Swanshurst.

for one student their charity work
outside of school As always we are
blown away by how resilient, kind
and respectful our students can be
and these three students have
thoroughly deserved this award.

Year 11
Time flies when you’re having fun
and this is certainly true for Year 11!
Despite preparing for exams, completing PPEs, working hard on their
final countdown revision work we
can’t believe that Easter is here and
GCSE’s are just around the corner.

Three forms this half term have
done their own assembly on their
inspirational women, with students
standing up in front of the whole
year group and being confident
communicators.

A further thirty students supported
several Primary schools in a multi
sports competition. The students
were a credit to Swanshurst with
staff from Primary schools
commented on how supportive
and proactive the students were
throughout the day.

Year 11 have been celebrating their
fabulous revision work in assembly.
From cue cards to charts, spider
diagrams to summary notes and
making a presentation to mind
maps, Year 11 have a plethora of
ways to revise.
The year 11 team have helped the
students in extra sessions with
organising their time and making a
revision timetable (and more importantly sticking to it!).

A special mention to two Year 9
students who walked 13 miles in
aid of a charity of their choice,
they battled against high winds and
stormy conditions to complete this
mammoth task, and we are so
proud of them.
We have rewarded three students
with the inspirational woman’s
award over the last two months for
their dedication to school throughout challenging circumstances and

Looking ahead to our final term in
year 9 we encourage students to
have high attendance and continue
to strive for success inside and
outside of lessons.
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With only weeks to go until the
exams start it is imperative that the
students spend the Easter holidays
working, but also it is important to
rest and ensure your brain and body
and ready for the next term.
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Head Teacher: Mr Mike Dunn
Swanshurst School
Brook Lane
Billesley
Birmingham
B13 0TW
Email: enquiry@swans.bham.sch.uk
Swanshurst School Website: www.swanshurst.org
Telephone: 0121 464 2400

Heads of Year Contact Details
Head of Year 7 - Ms L Douglas
year7postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 8 - Ms N Gunn
year8postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 9 - Ms R Dyson
year9postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 10 - Ms J Revell
year10postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 11 - Ms J Wright
year11postbox@swanshurst.org
Head of Year 12/13 - Ms D Ramage
sixthformpostbox@swanshurst.org

For any queries or if you would like paper copies of our school polices
please get in touch with Sharon Mortimer: sharon.mortimer@swans.bham.sch.uk

Follow us on Social Media

twitter.com/SwanshurstNews
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facebook.com/swanshurstschool
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youtube.com/user/swanshurstschool

