
Why should you choose to progress with 
us? 

Swanshurst Sixth Form provides an exceptional education 
for students within a highly supportive and caring school 
setting. Our high academic standards, the breadth of courses 
on offer, excellent teaching, extra-curricular and enrichment 
opportunities make us the first choice for many Swanshurst 
students and applicants from other schools.

We foster a culture of aspiration. Outstanding careers 
advice and guidance throughout a student’s education at 
Swanshurst continues into the Sixth Form. We are therefore 
highly successful in supporting students to achieve their 
goals and realise their dreams. 

All of our students are well supported to progress to 
university, apprenticeship programmes and employment. 
Many secure offers for their first choice courses at 
prestigious institutions.

Students have exclusive access to our dedicated Sixth 
Form facilities. Social, group and silent study spaces offer 
an outstanding range of learning resources and are staffed 
by highly trained and experienced librarians. They also offer 
excellent access to Wi-Fi, ICT suites and laptops. 

The dining facilities and landscaped outdoor spaces allow 
students to relax, work and eat together, providing them with 
their own space and Sixth Form identity, whilst remaining a 
key part of our whole school community.

The great majority of our students are girls, however 
applications from male students are also welcomed.

Ms C Merrick
Assistant Headteacher
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Welcome to Swanshurst Sixth Form

“Students in the Sixth 
Form take a lead in the 
life of the school.

“They have a strong and 
active influence, setting 
a fine example for the 
young pupils.”   

- Ofsted 2024
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We encourage students to not only study the 
subjects required for their career pathways, but 
also those that they are passionate about and 
enjoy the most. Our post-16 curriculum includes a 
broad range of A level and Applied courses, some 
of which include work placements and training.

The majority of our students will study 3 
advanced level courses over 2 years, in line with 
recommendations of Russell Group universities. 

Students can select, 3 A level subjects, 3 Applied 
general (BTEC/T Level) qualifications, or a 
combination of these pathways. Some very able 
students may choose to study 4 A Level subjects. 
This is considered on an individual basis for each 
student at enrolment.

As part of our broader curriculum, students 
study an AS qualification. The Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ), or a Mathematical Studies.

“Swanshurst is an exceptional 
place for pupils to learn.”   

- Ofsted 2024

“The planned curriculum explodes 
into life in the classroom.”   

- Ofsted 2024

Entry Requirements

Level 3
Students must achieve 5 GCSEs at grade 4 and 
above and meet the minimum requirements for 
their subjects of choice. These are available to 
view at www.swanshurst.org/sixth-form/256.html

All students who do not achieve GCSE English 
or Mathematics at grade 4 or above are well 
supported, through regular timetabled lessons, to 
retake these qualifications in the Sixth Form. 

Learning



We offer our students excellent academic and 
pastoral support, care and guidance. Our in depth 
knowledge of our students by the end of key stage 
4 and the continuation of the caring ethos of our 
school into the Sixth Form makes this an excellent 
choice for you.

Swanshurst Sixth Form Provides: 

•	 Approachable and dedicated teachers with 
excellent knowledge of their subject, exam 
specifications and the needs of individual 
students.

•	 A committed and experienced team of form 
tutors

•	 Experienced Sixth Form pastoral leaders
•	 A dedicated Sixth Form Senior Learning Mentor 

and academic mentoring programmes
•	 Support with a range of personal and health 

issues including access to support from 
appropriate agencies

•	 Structured year 12 transition programme
•	 Experienced 14-19 Coordinator who 

guides students through careers advice, 
employability skills, work experience, UCAS and 
apprenticeship applications.

•	 Financial assistance for those who qualify 
through the discretionary bursary fund and 
travel cards

• 	 A varied enrichment programme designed to 
build on a range of skills.

• 	 Sixth Form support for students with Special 
Educational Needs
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Support for Students

“Students in the Sixth Form keep 
track of their own success 
through the wider study 
programme and are actively 
aspirational for the future.

They benefit from bespoke 
support to make their best 
possible next step.”

- Ofsted 2024



Students participate in a wide range of activities 
beyond the classroom which enrich their Sixth 
Form experience. Through the development of 
leadership, personal, social and employability 
skills, our students have a significant impact on 
our school, local and wider communities.

These activities include:

•	 Residential Fieldwork
•	 Envision: Community Apprentice
•	 Duke of Edinburgh Award 
•	 Engineering in Education Scheme (EES)
•	 Student Leadership
•	 KS3 Reading Buddies
•	 Work Experience
•	 Year 12 Enrichment Programme

For more information about these  
opportunities, visit  
www.swanshurst.org/sixth-form/256.html

“I wanted to study for my A 
levels at Swanshurst Sixth 
Form as there are so many 
extra-curricular opportunities 
to get involved with that have 
enhanced my learning and my 
university applications.”

Sixth Form Student

“Joining secondary school very 
late with a language barrier 
from Belgium was the most 
difficult thing I have faced. The 
enrichment programme has 
given me countless skills; it’s 
made me more driven and more 
confident. At first, I was very 
shy and did not get involved 
with things at school. However, 
the opportunities I have been 
involved in have shown me how 
much I could do and I surpassed 
my own expectations. Today, 
I am a community leader, a 
reading buddy and the team’s 
event organiser”

Sixth Form Student

76

Enriching



We like to keep in contact with our ex-students, 
‘our Alumni’, to find out about their successes 
and achievements and regularly approach them 
to come in and to talk to our younger students 
about their experience and opportunities, not 
only with Swanshurst Sixth Form but with their 
employers and universities.

Swanshurst Alumni

Throughout the Sixth Form, students have many 
opportunities and experiences which support 
their Post 18 Progression.  

All students take part in a clear and structured 
programme that develops the skills, qualifications 
and experience they need to meet the demands 
of the future work force. All learners are 
supported to take part in a work experience 
opportunity.

A wealth of expertise is available to the students, 
including a range of visitors who contribute to the 
advice and guidance that we offer:

•	 Speakers from Higher Education institutions 
and the professions including practice 
interviews

•	 Specialist advice from training providers

“Swanshurst Sixth Form pushes 
me to do well and supports my 
individual aspirations in my Sixth 
Form life and beyond.”

Sixth Form Student

•	 Presentations and interviews with external 
careers advisors

•	 Widening participation projects including 
‘Routes into professions’, ‘Realising 
Opportunities’ and ‘Access to Birmingham’ that 
increase the participation of first generation 
applicants into university education.

•	 Aim Higher projects including master classes, 
university visits and undergraduate mentoring.

Progressing
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