Swanshurst School - Department of English

Year 8 - Super Curriculum - English *

Bronze: Novel

Silver: Drama

Gold: Poetry

Begin completing the tasks in this column
during the Autumn Term. Completing all tasks
will earn you a Bronze Award.

Only begin this column of tasks if you have
been awarded the Bronze Award and it is the
Spring Term. Completing all tasks will earn
you your Silver Award.

Only begin this column of tasks if you have
been awarded the Silver Award and it is the
Summer Term. Completing all tasks will earn
you your Gold Award.

Read the linked article on the dystopian
genre and produce an informative poster
detailing: the genre origins, key
characteristics, famous authors (and their
books).
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Watch the World History Encyclopaedia
video on Greek Tragedy plays. Then:
1. Write a storyline for your own
tragic play in one paragraph.
2. Write a script for the first scene
(1 A4 page max.) :

Though famous for his ‘Lord of the Rings
novel series, J.RR Tolkien also wrote
poetry. Download the Tolkien Trail map
and complete as much of the trail as you
can, taking picture evidence as you go.

Watch the linked video clip on Harriet
Tuberman by TED-Ed.

Create an A4 fact-file about her early life
and later involvement with the
emancipation of slaves.

Watch the BBC Lucy Worsley Investigates
episode linked on The Witch Hunts.
Record 5 different facts you have learned
about how these events affected the lives
of women.

Research a poet that interests you and
write a persuasive speech to argue for
why they should be included in your
school curriculum.

Join ‘Spelling Bee' club.

Read Arthur Miller's article ' Why / Wrote
The Crucible (linked).

Write a paragraph explaining Miller’s
motivations behind writing and producing
this play. Then, list 3 reasons why play is
still relevant today.

Enter a poetry writing competition (linked)
and/or perform your poem in the
summer Swanshurst Poet Laurette
competition. Any competition must be
suited to your age group.

Read the linked Guardian Article by
Stephanie Merritt about the novel *Blonde
Rootsand its importance. Then:

e Summarise her argument
e Evaluate: do you agree /
disagree (explain why). ®

Create a set design for the first scene of
your tragedy play (see first box of this
term). You can:

- Sketch

- Paint

- Draw

- Build a model

Listen to the YouTube MASSOLIT podcast
on the poet Christina Rossetti.

Summarise what you have learned about
her in five bullet points.

Note: Most tasks include links and/or a QR code that you can scan to access helpful resources. To
activate the links, please email your name to awatts@swanshurst.org. This will add you to the Super
Curriculum Teams, where the resources are hosted.

If you have any queries, need help accessing resources, or would like to swap
tasks you're finding difficult to complete, please see Ms Watts in UF10 or

speak to your English teacher.



https://electricliterature.com/the-rise-of-dystopian-fiction-from-soviet-dissidents-to-70s-paranoia-to-murakami/
https://www.google.com/search?q=tragic+plays+videos&sca_esv=17147adff2573a58&sca_upv=1&source=hp&ei=YJ1yZpHlBsmwhbIP0_W02AU&iflsig=AL9hbdgAAAAAZnKrcCjGqzokfGpDnELzTAXDs5IeHDfl&ved=0ahUKEwiRle-OpueGAxVJWEEAHdM6DVsQ4dUDCBc&uact=5&oq=tragic+plays+videos&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhN0cmFnaWMgcGxheXMgdmlkZW9zMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwUyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwUyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBUijPlAAWJk9cAF4AJABAJgB8gGgAc0WqgEGMC4xNS4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIToALbF8ICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIUEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYxwEYjgUYrwHCAhEQLhiABBixAxjRAxiDARjHAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFwgIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgUQABiABMICDhAuGIAEGMcBGI4FGK8BwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGK8BwgINEAAYgAQYsQMYRhj5AcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIFEC4YgATCAgYQABgWGB7CAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBcICCBAAGBYYChgewgIKEAAYFhgKGB4YD8ICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIHECEYoAEYCpgDAJIHBjEuMTUuM6AHzp8B&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:9ee588dc,vid:ZwReRPVih-Q,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=tragic+plays+videos&sca_esv=17147adff2573a58&sca_upv=1&source=hp&ei=YJ1yZpHlBsmwhbIP0_W02AU&iflsig=AL9hbdgAAAAAZnKrcCjGqzokfGpDnELzTAXDs5IeHDfl&ved=0ahUKEwiRle-OpueGAxVJWEEAHdM6DVsQ4dUDCBc&uact=5&oq=tragic+plays+videos&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhN0cmFnaWMgcGxheXMgdmlkZW9zMgUQIRigATIFECEYnwUyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBTIFECEYnwUyBRAhGJ8FMgUQIRifBUijPlAAWJk9cAF4AJABAJgB8gGgAc0WqgEGMC4xNS4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIToALbF8ICCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIUEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYxwEYjgUYrwHCAhEQLhiABBixAxjRAxiDARjHAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFwgIOEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgUQABiABMICDhAuGIAEGMcBGI4FGK8BwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICERAuGIAEGLEDGIMBGMcBGK8BwgINEAAYgAQYsQMYRhj5AcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgIFEC4YgATCAgYQABgWGB7CAgsQABiABBiGAxiKBcICCBAAGBYYChgewgIKEAAYFhgKGB4YD8ICCBAAGIAEGKIEwgIHECEYoAEYCpgDAJIHBjEuMTUuM6AHzp8B&sclient=gws-wiz#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:9ee588dc,vid:ZwReRPVih-Q,st:0
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/EXib9HCmah9Bk5cdKcMzjCkBWG8o8Q4WhQe6Tbqx8ivZRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dv7YhVKFqbQ&t=184s
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p0bvhk3w/lucy-worsley-investigates-series-1-1-the-witch-hunts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p0bvhk3w/lucy-worsley-investigates-series-1-1-the-witch-hunts
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/EbyQHFEEfBVDpULTuUeOdlYBcB2FZJQzgGWitU1Cy0qRWQ
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/EbyQHFEEfBVDpULTuUeOdlYBcB2FZJQzgGWitU1Cy0qRWQ
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/aug/24/fiction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REBNsad2Xq0

