
Swanshurst School – Department of English 

 Year 9 – Super Curriculum - English  

 

 Note: Most tasks include links and/or a QR code that you can scan to access helpful resources. To 
activate the links, please email your name to awatts@swanshurst.org. This will add you to the Super 

Curriculum Teams, where the resources are hosted. 

If you are not added, some links may not work. 

Bronze: Novel  
 

Silver: Drama  Gold: Poetry  

 
Begin completing the tasks in this column 

during the Autumn Term. Completing all tasks 
will earn you a Bronze Award. 

 
Only begin this column of tasks if you have 

been awarded the Bronze Award and it is the 
Spring Term. Completing all tasks will earn 

you your Silver Award. 

 
Only begin this column of tasks if you have 

been awarded the Silver Award and it is the 
Summer Term. Completing all tasks will earn 

you your Gold Award. 

Read the first three chapters of the novel 
‘Jane Eyre’ (linked). 

1. Create a storyboard of these 
three chapters. 

2. Annotate on the storyboard 
which elements of the gothic are 
used by Bronte.  

Listen to the linked Oxford University 
podcast on ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Write 
notes on the following: 

1. The significance of the Chorus 
and their ‘spoilers’. 

2. Why the play is still relevant in a 
modern society. 

Visit a small independent bookshop 
anywhere in Birmingham (suggestions are 
linked) and use it as a springboard to write 
a short poem titled: ‘The Little Bookshop’. 
 

Watch the linked British Library video on 
the Gothic genre. 
 
Fill in the accompanying crib sheet with 
contextual information and stick it into 
your English book once completed.  

Casa di Giulietta, home to the Verona-based 
‘Juliet Club’, receive thousands of heartbreak 
letters addressed to Juliet each year. 

1. Read the linked article. 
2. Write 3 questions they’d ask Juliet if 

they were journalists covering this 
story.  

Join ‘Debate Club’. 
 

Complete your research on the Gothic 
genre by filling in the linked reading task 
sheet from The British Library. 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Watch Jude Kelly, an accomplished 
theatre director, give a TED Talk on ‘Why 
Women Should Tell the Stories of 
Humanity’ (linked). Then, write one 
paragraph on whether you agree or 
disagree with her viewpoints and why. 
 

Enter a poetry writing competition (linked) 
and/or perform your poem in the 
summer Swanshurst Poet Laurette 
competition. Any competition must be 
suited to your age group. 

Read the provided extract from ‘The 
Castle of Otranto’. Then write an analytical 
paragraph on the following: 
 
‘How does Warpole create an atmosphere 

of fear and unease?’ 

Watch the linked BBC video clip of a director 
talking through decisions made during the 
costume designing process of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’. Then, create a costume design sketch 
for your favourite character. Annotate your 
reasons for making certain choices. 

In 2009, Carol Ann Duffy was appointed 
the first female Poet Laurette. Listen to 
her speak in ‘The Lost Lectures’ clip 
(linked). After listening, summarise what 
you have learned about her poetry in one 
paragraph.  
 
 

If you have any queries, need help accessing resources, or would like to swap 
tasks you’re finding difficult to complete, please see Ms Watts in UF10 or 

speak to your English teacher. 

https://www.ucm.es/data/cont/docs/119-2014-04-09-Jane%20Eyre.pdf
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/romeo-and-juliet
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/romeo-and-juliet
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/student-info/why-study-at-bcu/living-in-birmingham/shopping/best-independent-bookshops
https://www.bcu.ac.uk/student-info/why-study-at-bcu/living-in-birmingham/shopping/best-independent-bookshops
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNohDegnaOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNohDegnaOQ
https://casadigiulietta.comune.verona.it/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=42703&lang=en
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/may/19/dear-juliet-letters-shakespeares-heroine
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/ETTuh8Xk2ldMqpMS6mgyaTMBnQDoVF4WYnNKoDFKr6Bqvg
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/ETTuh8Xk2ldMqpMS6mgyaTMBnQDoVF4WYnNKoDFKr6Bqvg
https://ted.com/talks/jude_kelly_why_women_should_tell_the_stories_of_humanity?subtitle=en
https://ted.com/talks/jude_kelly_why_women_should_tell_the_stories_of_humanity?subtitle=en
https://ted.com/talks/jude_kelly_why_women_should_tell_the_stories_of_humanity?subtitle=en
https://www.youngwriters.co.uk/competitions
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/EfzOjcUubStItd7IHMXhmK0BSYcIpxLz_QPOUuH6SMCMLw
https://swanshurstschool.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SuperCurriculum/EfzOjcUubStItd7IHMXhmK0BSYcIpxLz_QPOUuH6SMCMLw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxwgd2p
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSyii8Sp-pk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iSyii8Sp-pk

