
Design and Technology 
Year 11 Product Design

Term 3Term 2Term 1
Research and writing task: 
Write an extended piece: “The 
Role of Timber in the Future of 
Sustainable Product Design.”

Research into this topic and write 
a plan before the extended piece. 

Research Task: Careers in 
Design & Craft
Explore 2–3 possible careers 
linked to Product Design or 
Woodwork (e.g., furniture 
designer, set builder, product 
engineer).

Present as a career board with 
training routes, skills needed, and 
future opportunities.

Research Task: Manufacturing 
Methods for Wood
Compare traditional vs. modern 
wood manufacturing techniques 
(e.g., hand joinery vs CNC).

Create a chart of pros/cons in 
relation to quality, cost, and time.

Reading Task: Portfolio 
Preparation
Read student-friendly tips on 
creating effective design 
portfolios.

Review a sample A-Level portfolio 
from your teacher.

Reading Task: Technical 
Documentation
Study technical drawings from 
open-source project plans 
https://www.opendesk.cc/blog/op
endesk-on-demand

Attempt to recreate or annotate a 
full working drawing for one 
wooden product.

Reading Task: Problem-Solving 
in Product Design
Read a designer interview or case 
study focusing on how they 
tackled a specific challenge 
https://www.dezeen.com/

Write a short reflection: What 
problem did they solve? How 
might their approach inspire your 
own NEA?

Shadow a Local Maker or 
Designer
Arrange to interview a local 
woodworker or furniture make 
(this could be in person, by phone, 
or via video call).

Prepare a set of questions and 
write about their design process, 
tools, typical projects, client 
needs, and career journey.

Visit:College/University/Apprent
iceship Fair
If available, attend a design and 
technology careers fair or open 
day.

Task: Speak to a tutor or student 
and ask about project work 
involving wood. Write a short 
summary of your findings.

Visit/Virtual Experience: 
Woodwork Studio 
Take a virtual tour of a wood 
workshop 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IqL19_ODGqE

Task: Create a short diary or blog 
post: “What I Learned About 
Professional Craftsmanship in a 
workshop”

Enter a competition
Join a national design competition,  
Young Furniture Makers or Teen 
Tech. 
https://www.furnituremakers.org.
uk/new-furniture-makers-
exhibition/

https://teentech.com/awards/

Start a Design Digital Portfolio
Use Canva to create a digital 
space for your design work.
Include photos of your prototypes, 
annotated sketches, mood 
boards, and reflections on your 
progress.
Share your site with a teacher, 
family member, or professional 
designer for feedback.

Create a Fusion Design 
Design and build a small product 
that combines wood with another 
material such as acrylic, metal, 
fabric, or recycled materials.

Present your idea with a detailed 
drawing or CAD model and a short 
evaluation of your material 
choices.

For support and checking of work please see Miss King in UG1


