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June 2026 

 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
Expansion of Free School Meals - Please apply as soon as possible 
 
We are writing to let you know about important changes to Free School Meals (FSM) which may 
affect your child from September 2026. 
 
What is changing? 
 

The government has updated its national guidance on Free School Meals. From September 2026: 
 

• More families will be eligible - if your household receives Universal Credit, your child may 
now qualify for a free school meal 

• Previous protections are ending - in the past, some pupils kept their free school meals even 
if family circumstances changed, but this will now stop 

• Going forward, eligibility will depend on your current circumstances, so it is important to 
apply or re-apply 

 
These changes mean that some families who were not eligible before may now qualify, and others 
may need to confirm their eligibility again. 
 
Why this matters 
 

Free School Meals are not just about a meal at lunchtime. If your child is eligible: 
 

• They receive a free, healthy meal at school each day 

• For many pupils, the school may receive additional funding (Pupil Premium) to support 
eligible children’s learning and wider opportunities 

 
  This funding helps us provide extra support, resources and opportunities for pupils. 

 
What you need to do 
 

We are asking all parents / carers to apply or re-apply now, even if: 
 

• Your child already receives free school meals 

• Your child is in Year 6 and has not yet joined Swanshurst 

• You are unsure if you qualify 

 
Please complete the application online here: 
 

     Apply for Free School Meals at Swanshurst 

 

mailto:enquiry@swanshurst.org
http://www.swanshurst.org/
https://www.swanshurst.org/free-school-meals/1117.html
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Applications are quick and straightforward, and the information you provide will be checked securely. 
 
Please do not delay - We strongly encourage families to apply as soon as possible.  
 
Need help? 
 

If you have any questions or would like support completing the application, please contact: 
finance@swanshurst.org 
 
We are happy to help! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr M Dunn 
Headteacher 
Swanshurst School  
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