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About your Course: 

 

Welcome to Y12 English Literature at Swanshurst! We are excited to meet you after Summer 2026 
and start exploring the world of literature. 

The course you will take is AQA A Level English Literature, Specification A. This is a highly regarded, 
academic course which is perfect if you enjoy reading, debating ideas, and exploring how writers 
make us think and feel. The course builds on the skills you developed at GCSE and takes them 
further, helping you become a sharper, more confident and independent thinker. 

 

What will you study? 

1. Love Through the Ages (AS & A-Level) 

In Year 12, you’ll explore how writers across history have represented love in all its forms - romantic, 
destructive, obsessive, joyful, forbidden, and everything in between. 

You will study: 

• One Shakespeare play (‘Othello’) 

• A collection of love poetry (pre-1900) 

• One prose text (‘The Great Gatsby’ – F. Scott Fitzgerald) 

You’ll also analyse unseen extracts, learning to respond confidently to texts you’ve never seen 
before. 

 

2. Independent Critical Study (A-Level only) 

This is your coursework: a 2,500-word comparative essay on two texts of your choice, one must 
be pre-1900. 

You choose the theme - for example: 

• Identity 

• The Gothic 

• War 

• Gender 
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• Dystopia 

• Race and ethnicity 

The specification emphasises that this is a chance for “autonomous personal reading” and 
independent thinking. 

 

2. Texts in Shared Contexts (A-Level only) 

Once you’re in Year 13, you will study literature that tackles identity, social change, gender, race, 
rebellion, and the modern world. 

Option B: Modern Times (1945–present) 

This means that you’ll read: 

• One prose text (‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ – Margaret Atwood) 

• One drama text (‘A Streetcar Named Desire’- Tennessee Williams) 

• One poetry collection (‘Feminine Gospels’ – Carol Ann Duffy) 

• Plus, unseen prose extracts. 

 

What skills will I develop? 

English Literature A is designed to make you a confident, thoughtful, and articulate reader and 
writer. You will learn to: 

1. Form sophisticated, insightful arguments and analyse how writers create meaning. 
2. Understand how contexts shape the creation and ideas of literature. 
3. Make connections across texts and genres. 
4. Engage with different interpretations – to debate, challenge, and explore multiple 

viewpoints. 
5. Write clearly, creatively, and academically. 
6. Read widely and independently - course encourages you to explore literature beyond the 

set texts, building your confidence and curiosity. 
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Transition Work: 

 

The following work is designed to help you move into Year 12 as confidently as possible, as the step up from 
GCSE to A Level can feel quite significant. To begin Year 12 well, you should make sure that you have: 

 A secure understanding of the key plot points in The Great Gatsby, having read the novel in full at 
least once. 

 Introductory knowledge of ‘Othello’ and some pre-1900s poetry you will encounter in your first half 
term. 

 Completed some introductory research on the 1920s, the historical and cultural context in which the 
novel is set. 

 A developing understanding of how love, marriage, and the breakdown of relationships are 
presented in the text, and how these ideas shape the characters and themes. 

Completing the following tasks during your six weeks of summer holidays will enable you to secure the 
above. Your work will be checked and called in by your English teachers in the first week back. 

 

Week 1: 

Purchase or download a 
copy of ‘The Great Gatsby’ 
- Penguin Modern Classics 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald, with 
an introduction by Tony 
Tanner. Cheap versions can 
be purchased from 
Amazon UK or World of 
Books. 
 

Research the 1920s and 
create a fact file or mind-
map which includes 
information on the 
following: 
 
‘The Jazz Age’, prohibition, 
bootlegging, organised 
crime, The American 
Dream, social class 
structure. 

Read ‘The Garden of Love’ 
by William Blake and 
complete: 
 
A poem summary and a 
short 100 word argument 
about how love for the 
past is presented in the 
poem. 

Research ‘Modernist’ 
literature and create a list 
of some of the key 
conventions of this 
movement / genre of text. 

  

Website links for purchasing ‘TGG’: 

 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Gatsby-Penguin-Modern-
Classics/dp/0141182636 
 

 https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb/products/great-gatsby-book-f-
scott-fitzgerald-9780141182636 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Gatsby-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/0141182636
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Great-Gatsby-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/0141182636
https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb/products/great-gatsby-book-f-scott-fitzgerald-9780141182636
https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb/products/great-gatsby-book-f-scott-fitzgerald-9780141182636
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Week 2: 

Read Chapters 1 and 2 of 
‘The Great Gatsby’ and 
write a short description 
overviewing how each of 
the following are 
presented in your view: 
 
East Egg / West Egg, The 
Valley of the Ashes, New 
York, the character of Nick, 
Tom and Daisy. 

The first two chapters 
present love and marriage 
in different ways. 
 
Complete a 200 word 
paragraph responding to 
the following: 
 

How does Fitzgerald 
present the fragility of 

relationships in the 
opening chapters? 

Read ‘The Ruined Maid’ by 
Thomas Hardy and 
complete: 
 
A poem summary and a 
short 100-word argument 
about how marriage is 
presented in the poem. 

Research the conventions 
of modernist narrators and 
explain how Nick Carraway 
aligns with or deviates 
from these conventions. 

 

Week 3: 

Read Chapters 3 and 4 of 
‘The Great Gatsby’ and 
write a short description 
overviewing how each of 
the following are 
presented in your view: 

Gatsby’s home and parties, 
Gatsby’s past with Daisy, 
Meyer Wolfsheim. 

Chapter 4 presents a 
connection between love 
and time/memory. 

Complete a 200 word 
paragraph responding to 
the following: 

How does Fitzgerald 
present the relationship 

between love and the 
past? 

Read ‘The Flea’ by John 
Donne and complete: 

 A poem 
summary. 

 Research on 
Metaphysical 
Poets and key 
conventions. 

Read a summary of 
‘Othello’ by William 
Shakespeare and create a 
visual timeline of the 
play’s events in the 
following tragic structure: 
 

• Exposition 

• Rising action 

• Climax 

• Falling action 

• Tragedy 

 

Week 4: 

Read Chapters 5 and 6 of 
‘The Great Gatsby’ and 
write a short description 
overviewing how each of 
the following are 
presented in your view: 

Gatsby and Daisy’s reunion, 
the tour of Gatsby’s 
mansion, The Green Light 
symbolism so far. 

Chapter 4 presents a 
connection between love 
and time/memory. 

Complete a 200-word 
paragraph responding to 
the following: 

How does Fitzgerald 
present ideas about 
repeating the past? 

1. Visit the following website: 
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/ 

 

2. You must login first, using the following: 
 

Username: IXTZQV  
Password: JECUAF 

3. In the search-bar, type in ‘Othello’. Click on the 
first play option, sit back and enjoy watching it 
performed! 

 

 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/
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Week 5: 

Read Chapters 7 and 8 of 
‘The Great Gatsby’ and 
write a short description 
overviewing how each of 
the following are 
presented in your view: 

The Confrontation at the 
Plaza Hotel, Myrtle’s death, 
Nick’s condemnation of the 
Buchanan’s and Gatsby’s 
death. 

Complete a fact-file or 
mind-map exploring the 
following key contextual 
points for studying 
‘Othello’: 

Race and the ‘Moor’ in 
Early Modern England, 
Venetian social structures 
and the island of Cyprus in 
the 1600s, Reputation and 
cuckoldry. 

Research the conventions 
of both domestic and 
political tragedies and 
write bullet points of these 
for each tragic genre. 
 
Then, write how ‘Othello’ 
fits into both genres in less 
than 250 words. 

Using a Venn Diagram or 
bullet-pointed lists, explore 
the similarities and 
differences in the love 
between Othello and 
Desdemona and the love 
between Gatsby and Daisy. 

 

Week 6: 

Read Chapter 9 of ‘The 
Great Gatsby’ and write a 
short description 
overviewing how each of 
the following are 
presented in your view: 

Nick’s attempt to organise 
Gatsby’s funeral, the 
Buchanan’s escape into 
privilege, Gatsby’s 
boyhood, Nick’s reflection 
on Gatsby’s dream. 

Research the love and life 
of both F Scott and Zelda 
Fitzgerald. 

Explain in less than 250 
words how this love affair 
and marriage may have 
influenced characterisation 
in ‘The Great Gatsby’. 

Wider Reading Suggestions: 
 
Begin reading one of the following texts to better inform 
your study of ‘The Great Gatsby’ and the modernist 
genre. 
 
Brideshead Revisited - Evelyn Waugh 
Jazz - Toni Morrison 
The Sun Also Rises - Ernest Hemingway 
The Go-Between – L.P Hartley 
 

 


