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Welcome to French A Level at Swanshurst
This Transition work is designed to help you to bridge the gap between your GCSE studies and A level.
Why do Transition work?
Preparation is crucial for studying A levels. A-Levels require you to be an independent learner. Although you have fewer subjects, A levels require different study skills and the volume of work is greater due to the increased demand of depth and detail.  The work in this booklet gives you a flavour of the type of work you’ll be doing at A level.
You can either type your responses on a digital copy of this booklet, print it and handwrite in the spaces or handwrite on lined paper. Bring your work to your first French A level lesson.
Here is the AQA specification to see themes and topics as well as examination format: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/a-level/french-7652/specification/specification-at-a-glance 

Transition work tasks (complete over summer)
1. Having a good grasp of French grammar is essential to the A level course. Work through the 4 grammar tasks on the next page

2. Read the newspaper article provided and complete the tasks below the links. Use a dictionary/word reference.com and all your reading skills to help you. 

3. Film short research activity


4. Start researching France and its culture and make a few notes. This can be done in English. You must know background information about the country in order to access the course successfully. Make notes on your findings, in English at this stage. This list should help you to direct your research:

· Evolution of family in the last 50 years (changes to the traditional family…)
· Diversity of French music (genres, famous artists, musicians, festivals…)
· French cinema and its evolution (directors, actors/actresses, famous films, festivals)
· Prominent politicians, political parties and politics in general
· French democracy and Republic / How it is organised / Monarchy
· French heritage (Languages and regions, gastronomy, important landmarks, how is it protected….)

5. Prepare an oral presentation (2 minutes) by doing some research on a topic that interests you. The topic could be anything as long as it is in FRENCH.

6. Lastly listen to French music and watch some French films and series! This will be particularly helpful when studying the Music and Cinema topics. French films are easily accessible from Netflix or Amazon Prime (Lupin, The Climb …)




1. Grammar - A Level Language Essentials
It’s important to start Year 12 equipped with the essentials. Below are six tasks which aim to develop your knowledge of key verbs and more sophisticated language structures.Create a wall chart displaying these verbs in all their forms and in the following tenses:
· present tense
· perfect tense
· imperfect tense
· simple future tense
· conditional tense

High Frequency Verbs
      avoir    pouvoir             
      être    devoir
      aller    vouloir
      faire    savoir

 Memorise these verbs thoroughly and test yourself regularly.




Write 3 sentences using each of these sentence starters. Give your opinion on:
- Immigration and multicultural society
- Changes in society 
- French culture
Sentence Starters
Ce qui me frappe le plus…What strikes me the most is…
Ce que je ne supporte pas c’est...What I cannot bear is....
Je m’inquiète beaucoup car…I worry very much because…
Ce qui est bien c’est qu’on peut…What’s good is that you can…
L’avantage c’est qu’il y a…The advantage is that there is…





Write 3 sentences using each of these subjunctive mood sentence starters.
Follow the link to this website and complete some research on subjunctive mood.
https://www.frenchtoday.com/blog/french-verb-conjugation/understanding-french-subjunctive
Write 3 sentences using each of these connectives.
Research other connectives online and create a list.
Learn about other linking words from this website:[no website given?]
https://www.frenchtoday.com/blog/french-vocabulary/linking-words

Subjunctive mood
Autant que je sache..
As far as I know…
Il est important que je sois clair(e)…
It’s important that I am clear…
Il est nécessaire qu’on fasse ce qui est important dans la vie.
It is necessary that we do what’s important in life.
Afin qu’on puisse… In order that you can…
Il faut que je sois honnête… I must be honest
Bien que je sache que ce n’est pas évident…
Although I know it’s not obvious…


Complex Connectives
Ce que je trouve étonnant… - What I find astonishing…
Comme je n’aime pas le conflit… -  As I don’t like confrontation…
Puisque ce sera difficile… -  Since this will be difficult…
Grâce à… - Thanks to…
À cause de… – Because of…
Dès ce moment, j’ai décidé de… - From that moment, I decided to…
Pendant que j’étais là - While I was there.
Malgré – despite
À la suite de – As a result of/following




2. Article 
Watch the video and read the articles:  
https://france3-regions.franceinfo.fr/normandie/eure/evreux/aidez-ce-magnifique-chateau-medieval-normand-trop-souvent-meconnu-a-remporter-le-grand-prix-du-patrimoine-3368872.html 
https://france3-regions.franceinfo.fr/bretagne/ille-et-vilaine/fougeres/patrimoine-chateau-de-fougeres-hemetica-a-concarneau-des-bornes-de-dons-sur-cinq-sites-touristiques-emblematiques-en-bretagne-2808728.html 
https://france3-regions.franceinfo.fr/grand-est/vosges/epinal/voici-les-projets-selectionnes-pour-mission-nature-le-nouveau-jeu-de-grattage-au-service-de-la-biodiversite-2859098.html 
Activités
1. Pour chaque  article/vidéo, de quoi s’agit-il? 	(Réponds en français)

2. Choisis 10 mots que tu ne comprends pas, et écris-les ci-dessous en français et en anglais. 
	Français
	Anglais

	1. 
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	5. 
	

	6. 
	

	7. 
	

	8. 
	

	9. 
	

	10. 
	



3. Pourquoi est-il important de préserver le patrimoine à votre avis ? 


3. Film:
Pick a film from the list below and carry out some research about it and make some notes in the table below:
Film list AQA:
· Les 400 coups François Truffaut (1959)
· Au revoir les enfants Louis Malle (1987)
· La Haine Mathieu Kassovitz (1995)
· L’auberge espagnole Cédric Klapisch (2002)
· Un long dimanche de fiançailles Jean-Pierre Jeunet (2004)
· Entre les murs Laurent Cantet (2008)
	FILM CHOSEN: 

	Social and Cultural Setting
	





	Characters
	





	Themes
	





	Stylistic Technique (use of camera etc.)
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