Transition Task: El Niño (2026)

El Niño is a natural climate cycle that affects weather across the world. It occurs in the Pacific Ocean, where sea surface temperatures become warmer than normal near the equator. Under normal conditions, trade winds push warm water towards Asia and Australia, while cold water rises near South America. During El Niño, these winds weaken, allowing warm water to spread across the Pacific Ocean. This change disrupts global weather patterns.

In June 2026, scientists and the United Nations confirmed that a new El Niño event had developed. There is a very high chance that it will continue through late 2026 and possibly become a strong or even a ‘super’ El Niño. Importantly, this event is taking place in a world already affected by climate change, which may make its impacts more extreme.

El Niño affects different parts of the world in different ways. Some regions experience wetter conditions, including parts of South America, East Africa, and North America. These areas may face heavy rainfall, which can lead to flooding, landslides, and significant damage to homes and infrastructure. In contrast, other regions such as Australia, Southeast Asia, and parts of Africa often become hotter and drier. This can result in drought, water shortages, and an increased risk of wildfires.

El Niño is important because it affects global systems, not just weather. Agriculture is particularly vulnerable, as floods and drought can destroy crops and lead to food shortages and rising prices. Water security is also affected, as some regions suffer from too little water while others experience too much at once. These environmental changes can force people to move, leading to environmental migration. Because countries are connected through global trade, disruption in one area can affect food prices and supply chains around the world.

El Niño also links closely to climate change. Although it is a natural process, climate change is increasing the intensity of weather events. When El Niño occurs alongside global warming, it can lead to more extreme heatwaves, more intense rainfall, and longer-lasting droughts.

This topic is important for A-level Geography because it connects many key themes. It links to global systems such as the atmosphere and oceans, physical hazards like floods and droughts, sustainability issues such as food and water security, migration patterns, and the interconnected nature of globalisation.

Overall, El Niño demonstrates how interconnected the world is. A change in ocean temperatures in one region can influence weather, ecosystems, economies, and people across the entire planet.

Pre learning task:
Write one to two paragraphs answering the question:
 “Why does El Niño show that the world is interconnected?” You should include at least two impacts and refer to people or global systems in your answer.

