Background Reading – has globalisation ended?
Globalisation is the process by which people, cultures, money, goods, and information are transferred between countries with increasing speed and ease, creating greater interdependence and integration worldwide. For the last few decades, globalisation has been driven by advances in technology, the removal of trade barriers, and the growth of international organisations such as the WTO and IMF. However, the introduction of trade tariffs by Donald Trump during his presidency (2017–2021) marked a significant move towards protectionism and raised questions about whether globalisation was coming to an end.
Trade tariffs are taxes imposed on imported goods to make them more expensive and to protect domestic industries. In 2018, the Trump administration implemented tariffs on imports from China, the EU, Canada, and Mexico, leading to retaliatory tariffs and the escalation of a trade war, particularly between the US and China. These measures disrupted global supply chains, especially for industries like electronics and steel, and increased costs for businesses and consumers worldwide.
Since 2021, many of Trump’s tariffs have remained in place, with the Biden administration maintaining a cautious approach and only partially rolling back some measures. The ongoing US-China tensions have resulted in both countries encouraging domestic manufacturing and ‘friend-shoring’, where supply chains are moved to allied or neighbouring countries. In 2025, the US further increased tariffs on certain high-tech imports from China, and China responded by investing more in domestic technological self-sufficiency.
At the same time, there has been a shift towards regionalisation rather than a complete end to globalisation. Major regional trade agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) in the Asia-Pacific and the expansion of the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) have increased intra-regional trade. In Europe, post-Brexit trade adjustments continue to strengthen regional supply chains between the EU and the UK.
Another important trend is the growth of digital globalisation. Even as physical trade in goods faces more barriers, the movement of information, digital services, and e-commerce has accelerated. Between 2023 and 2025, digital trade has expanded rapidly, with companies offering cloud computing, online education, and financial services across borders. In addition, the green technology sector has become a new area for both cooperation and competition. Countries have introduced “eco-tariffs” to promote low-carbon production and to safeguard domestic industries in renewable energy and electric vehicles.

Supply chain resilience has become a major priority. Governments and businesses are investing in diversifying supply chains to reduce reliance on single countries, particularly China. This process, known as “de-risking”, involves greater use of automation, digital logistics, and localised production. There has also been increased government intervention to secure critical materials needed for technology and green industries, such as rare earth minerals, through new tariffs and export controls.
Despite these changes, globalisation has not ended. Instead, it is evolving. Protectionist measures have increased, and some supply chains have shortened, but interdependence remains—especially in technology, finance, and information. Regional trade blocs are growing stronger, and digital connectivity continues to rise. Global challenges such as climate change, migration, and pandemics still require international cooperation, demonstrating the ongoing need for global integration.
For example, in the semiconductor industry between 2023 and 2025, the US and EU invested heavily in domestic manufacturing to reduce reliance on Asia, while China accelerated efforts towards self-sufficiency. Tariffs and export controls disrupted traditional supply chains, but new partnerships emerged among countries with shared interests. This industry remains globally interconnected but faces new barriers and alliances, showing that globalisation is adapting rather than disappearing.
In conclusion, Trump’s trade tariffs and subsequent events have changed the pattern of globalisation, but they have not brought it to an end. Instead, globalisation is shifting towards more regional integration and digital exchange, with new risks and opportunities emerging for countries and companies worldwide. For Edexcel A-level Geography, it is important to understand that globalisation is a dynamic process, shaped by economic, political, and technological forces, and recent events illustrate its evolving nature rather than its demise.




Task 1: Key Terms
Define the following key terms using the reading above (and your own knowledge):

Key Term	                                                                       Definition
Globalisation	
Trade Tariffs	
Protectionism	
Regionalisation	
Digital Globalisation	
Supply Chain Resilience	
De-risking	

Task 2: Comprehension Questions
What were the main aims of Trump’s trade tariffs?

Give one example of how tariffs affected global supply chains between 2018 and 2025.

How have digital services contributed to the evolution of globalisation since 2023?

What is meant by ‘regionalisation’, and how is it different from globalisation?

Task 3: Extended Response
“Globalisation has not ended, but evolved.”
To what extent do you agree with this statement? Use evidence from the article and your own knowledge. (Aim for at least one side of A4)
