
   

 

 
Swanshurst School, Brook Lane, Billesley, Birmingham B13 0TW 

Headteacher – Mr M Dunn 

T (0121) 464 2400 – E enquiry@swanshurst.org – W www.swanshurst.org  

Swanshurst School is part of West Midlands Academy Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England & 
Wales (Number 15869744). Registered Office: c/o Kings Norton Girls’ School, Selly Oak Road, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1HW. 

  

 
 

July 2026 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Preparing for Success – Mathematics 
 
As part of our preparations for the new academic year, we would like to draw your attention to an update to the school 
resources (PREPP) list. Calculators are now included as an essential item for all pupils in Years 7-11, as they are 
used regularly across the mathematics curriculum and in many other lessons.  
 
To ensure that students have a calculator that will support them throughout their secondary education, the 
Mathematics Department recommends purchasing one of the following:  
 

• Casio fx-83GT CW  

• Casio fx-85GT CW  

• Aurora AX595TV  
 
The calculators are available for purchase from Amazon and Asda via the following links:  
 

• Amazon https://tinyurl.com/ypv6yyct or Asda: https://tinyurl.com/mvce66cx 
  
These calculators:  
 

• Meet the requirements for GCSE Mathematics examinations;  

• are approved for use in external examinations;  

• include all the functions students will need throughout Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4;  

• are durable, reliable, and widely used in schools across the UK and  

• support students in developing proficiency with the calculator skills required for success in examinations.  
 
While other scientific calculators may be suitable, using the recommended model helps to ensure consistency in 
lessons, and allows teachers to provide clear guidance and support.  
 
The best calculator for your child if they intend to study Mathematics beyond GCSE is the Casio FX-991CW.   
 
If your child already owns one of the previous Casio GT series models (such as the fx-83GTX or fx-85GTX), there is 
no need to replace it, as these remain suitable for school use.  
 
Students in receipt of Free School Meals or the Pupil Premium should speak with their maths teacher to organise the 
loan of a calculator for the school year, if they require this support.  
 
We appreciate your support in helping students arrive in September fully equipped and ready to learn.   
 
Should you have any questions regarding calculator requirements, please do not hesitate to contact the Mathematics 
Department.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
Ms C Garner 
Deputy Head of Maths 
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